






































A Study on the Developments of the Bara Pottery in the Ghaggar Plains 
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1. The time-period dealt in this paper corresponds with Ghaggar Phases 4 and 5 in the paper 
written by Uesugi (in press) . 

2. The chronological division within the Urban Indus period is yet to be firmly establish ed. However 
it must be noted that the chronological divisions proposed at Harappa by HARP (Harappa 
Period 3A-3C) (Kenoyer 1991) and at Amri by J. F. Casal (Amri Period IIIA-IIIC) (Casal 1964) 
and the study on Harappan painted pottery done by G. Quivron (2000) are important for 
establishing the internal chronology of the Urban period. Uesugi (2013) also discussed a possible 
chronological sequence for Harappan pottery, which must be further elaborated for estab lishing 
the internal chronology. In this paper, the terms of 'early' and 'late' phases are tentatively used. 

3. In the excavations at Mitathal, a trench (A4) laid on MTL-1 , the highest mound at the site, 
provided entire stratigraphy at the site. Based on the structural activities , the stratigraphy in this 
trench can be divided into eight phases (Manmohan Kumar e t al. 2011, 2012). How ever, the 
ceramic sequence is divisible into three phases . The phases adopted in this paper is based on 
this chronology based on the ceramic evidence . The correspondence between the structural 
phases and the ceramic phases in Trench A4 is as follows: Str . Phase 1 = Ceramic Phase 1, Str. 
Phases 2 - 6 = Ceramic Phase 2, Str. Phase 7 = Ceramic Phase 3. 

4. Y.D. Sharma ( 1982) argues that Bara pottery originated from the pre-Harappan ceramic tradition 
· in the Ghaggar plains, which has some similarities with those in Balochistan, Sindh and Punjab. 
Accoriding to his discussions, he understands that Bara pottery is a ceramic style totally different 
from Harappan pottery and thus it was necessary for him to find the origin of the Bara pottery 
in the pre-Harappan ceramics. 
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