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Notes on Terracotta Animal Figurines in South Asia
with an Introduction of the Collection in Okayama Orient Museum

Akinori UESUGI *

In this paper, temporal and spatial variations of terracotta animal figurines from the pre-

Indus through Mature Indus to the post-Indus periods are discussed with descriptions of

collection of Okayama Orijent Museum. Whereas in Balochistan and the Indus plains during

these periods, the humped bull is the most popular and dominant animal which is modelled

in the form of clay models, various animal figurines make their appearance only in Sindh and

western Punjab during the Mature Indus period. In Balochistan, the preference towards the

humped bull continues into the Mature Indus period, making a strong tradition of humped

bull figurines in this region, as attested by the collection of Okayama Orient Museum. These

facts suggest that the terracotta animal figurines should be considered not as a simple and

unsophisticated plastic art but as a socio-cultural object reflecting various contexts in given

period and region.
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B K > TRREN T3, BIIAL R
57 B BEER T B R R SRS R
ZC K-> THRIRT B, FREMAEIC I MR
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HEGrEETAbDEDEEZ NS,
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T Eehbhd,

F 9. Stein DFABICLBZERNSH T
<&, HEHBREII RGNS 4 o L&
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Flo. LI AR VEEN TR
BEXE LTV, Thb &HETIRHTHR
T, XN ROV TNICETZE 0D
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13 Z—s\L - J— bl
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ToVELE. O 1 ARTHETH S,

(5) d—= A
14 73— 77—Vl (F14:6-7)
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al. 1991; Ali 1994-95),
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5B
15 Yv—>F 1 « )85—2LBi#Ebh

(X14: 4 -5)

Vv —F 4 » 23—3)1 (Jhandi Babar)
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W5 (Ali and Khan 2001), I 77 2 ic i
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NOMEERRZ R BHER TH B,

(6) YU FH#eA
16 ENVY g Xl (K 16)
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. BEEBROBEIEIREINTOERVD, A
Y, AA aToy HAYY, UV
I, TR YA, VY ALFa, UH

(¢} 10cm
——]

FHEEINTV S, HESICHERIN/E
BRHBED, cicBFsnkao+E
BTN E TN TNORMERA LD TH
D, Mackay DRIEICEET A MW TES,
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A7 3T v BN HEE S B HIERERIR
DR Z & D,
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7 OTICB AT EICET AHEE bl 27

17 Yvr#AFHIEYEE2 (S=1/2)

HLAEIC K > TXHAEAN» SR b EAH
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&5 ATHING D . G O A EIc
LHBTHER L E > T B,

BUBR RO R Iic g2 L2 i L T
#Hiige A THE SHEITR > IPIOFET
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KK BAE L 3RICRSEEHABE M THONT
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